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THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT IS WORKING:  NUMBERS TO KNOW 
 

Expanded Coverage: 
 

 Due to the ACA, for the first time ever, less than 10 percent of Americans are 
uninsured – with the uninsured rate currently at 8.8 percent.  [White House]  
 

 Overall, 17.6 million uninsured Americans have gained health insurance 
coverage since enactment of the Affordable Care Act.  [HHS] 
 

 An estimated 12.7 million individuals are signed up for coverage in Health 
Insurance Marketplace plans for 2016.  [HHS]   
 

 14.1 million additional individuals have enrolled in Medicaid or CHIP since the 
beginning of Open Enrollment in October 2013.  [CMS]    
 

New Consumer Protections: 
 

 129 million Americans with pre-existing health conditions, including 17 million 
children, no longer have to worry about being denied coverage or charged 
higher premiums due to their health status.  [HHS] 
 

 105 million Americans no longer have a lifetime limit or an annual limit on their 
coverage.  [HHS] 
 

Savings and Benefits for Seniors: 
 

 Nearly 10.7 million seniors have saved more than $20.8 billion on their 
prescription drugs since 2010 – an average savings of $1,945 per senior.  [CMS]   
 

 39.2 million seniors in Medicare have received free preventive services with no 
co-pay under the ACA, due to the new free preventive services benefit.  [CMS] 
 

 Since the enactment of the ACA, the solvency of the Medicare Trust Fund has 
been extended by 13 years.  [CMS] 

 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/sotu/cc65653ff072eb6888a442eb401c2b6b
http://aspe.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/111826/ACA%20health%20insurance%20coverage%20brief%2009212015.pdf
http://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2016/02/04/fact-sheet-about-127-million-people-nationwide-are-signed-coverage-during-open-enrollment.html
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid-chip-program-information/program-information/downloads/november-2015-enrollment-report.pdf
http://aspe.hhs.gov/health/reports/2012/pre-existing/index.pdf
http://aspe.hhs.gov/health/reports/2012/LifetimeLimits/ib.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/Newsroom/MediaReleaseDatabase/Press-releases/2016-Press-releases-items/2016-02-08.html
https://www.cms.gov/Newsroom/MediaReleaseDatabase/Press-releases/2016-Press-releases-items/2016-02-08.html
https://www.cms.gov/Newsroom/MediaReleaseDatabase/Press-releases/2015-Press-releases-items/2015-07-22.html
https://www.cms.gov/Newsroom/MediaReleaseDatabase/Press-releases/2015-Press-releases-items/2015-07-22.html


Savings for Other Consumers: 
 

 The average premium for employer-provided coverage rose only 2.7 percent in 
2015 – compared to an average annual rate of 9.5 percent in 2000-2010.  [CEA]  
 

 Americans have saved $9 billion because of the new requirement that insurers 
have to spend at least 80 percent of every premium dollar they receive on 
quality health care.  [HHS] 
 

 83 percent of consumers buying health plans in the Marketplace qualify for tax 
credits that make their plans affordable.  Nearly 7 in 10 consumers in the 
Marketplace can get covered for $75 or less a month after tax credits.  [HHS] 
 

 137 million Americans in private plans now have guaranteed access to free 
preventive services, with no co-pay, due to the Affordable Care Act.  [HHS] 
 

Savings for Taxpayers: 
 

 Over the last few years, health care costs have been growing at the slowest rate 
in over 50 years – benefiting taxpayers and consumers.  [CEA] 
 

 The average annual growth in Medicare spending per enrollee has fallen from 
3.7 percent in 2010 to 0.9 percent in 2014.  [CEA Blog]  
 

 $27.8 billion has been recovered for taxpayers from stepped-up anti-fraud 
efforts in Medicare and other health programs under the ACA.  [HHS]   

 
Improved Quality: 

 

 87,000 lives and nearly $20 billion have been saved, due to a 17 percent 
reduction in hospital-acquired conditions, such as infections, from 2010 to 2014, 
under the ACA.  [HHS] 
 

 Under the ACA, unnecessary hospital readmissions in Medicare have fallen for 
the first time on record, resulting in 150,000 fewer readmissions.  [HHS] 
 

 In 2015, in a survey, 86 percent of consumers in Marketplace plans or newly 
insured under Medicaid due to the ACA, including 87 percent of Republicans, 
expressed satisfaction with their coverage. [Commonwealth Fund] 
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/page/files/20151007_next_steps_health_care_reform.pdf
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2014pres/07/20140724a.html
http://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2016/01/21/eight-in-10-marketplace-customers-in-healthcaregov-states-qualify-for-tax-credit.html
http://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2015/05/14/about-137-million-individuals-with-private-insurance-are-guaranteed-access-to-free-preventive-services.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/page/files/20151007_next_steps_health_care_reform.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2015/12/02/2014-saw-continued-slow-growth-cost-health-care-even-coverage-expanded
http://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2015/03/19/departments-of-justice-and-health-and-human-services-announce-over-27-point-8-billion-in-returns-from-joint-efforts-to-combat-health-care-fraud.html
http://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2015/12/01/national-patient-safety-efforts-save-lives-and-costs.html
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2014pres/05/20140507a.html
http://www.commonwealthfund.org/~/media/files/publications/issue-brief/2015/jun/1822_collins_americans_experience_marketplace_medicaid_tb.pdf

